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7 am FARE with Your's of the fixteenth 


eee dee eee ay - 


Jormer Letter and the juſt Reaſoning therem contained. 


Nu mform me that the Gentlemen of the Navy have 
advertized a Contract for Five Hundred Tons of 


Hemp of Enghſh Growth, on the Twenty Third of 
next Month. That Honourable Board could not have 
more ſtrongly fignified their Approbation of the Scheme 
it rectmmends + And as you defire me to make this 
. Advertiſement as public as 7 0 l, with a View as I 


» ſuppoſe of raifing a proper Spirit of Emulation a- 
aong/t the Farmers: In Order to promote ſo good 


| } . 7 Deben I thought it beſt to publiſh * 225 


which you was pleaſed to honaur with PR Marks of 
Jour Regard. | | 
I um Sir with all poſſible Reſpett © 
* aur moſt. Obedient Humble Servant 
Joszyn Gee. 
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9 by what Criterion ſhall we diſtinguiſh betwixt Hemp 
and Flax of the Growth of America and other Countries? 
rr 
- are continued,” by what Methods will the Government pre- 

vent the falſe Enteries of theſe Commodities from —— 


Eb. 
* Dee American ? 


r 


T is an Gisa FR and Gneis 
| by all Hiſtory both Antient and Modern, 
that the Proſperity of a Nation either riſes or 
falls, in proportion to the Improvements made- 
in it's Trade or the Declenſion of it's Commerce. 
Hence it comes to paſs that in this Iſland Lands 
that at the time of William the Conqueror were 
not worth above Twelve pence an Acre are no- 
worth Twenty Shillings per Acre: But whatever 
Improvements of this Kind have hitherto been 
made, we are yet far very far from arriving at chat 
Perfection i in Commercial Affairs, which the na- 
tural Advantages of our Soil and Situation cl 
nected with the Bleflings of a free Government 
give us oppertunity of teaching: — This Confides © 
ration induces me (with a Heart entirely devoted 


to 9 the ä of my Country her lf 
42 


AM 


* 


(42. 


8 * you the following Reflections on the pre- 

ſent State of the Einen Manufacture, the Encou- 
ragement it deſerves and what means are moſt 
expedient and proper to give it that Encourge- 


Eat: it ſo. juſtly Claims. 
It is well known by all who are converſant 


in \ Affair of this nature, that the ib Parliament 
have enacted many wiſe and ſalutary Laws to en- 
courage and promote their Linen Manufacture 
and thereby have arrived at very conſiderable Im- 
a in this Branch of Commerce. 
7 The Britih Parliament have heartily joyn'd 
Aa giving the Iriſb all the Encouragement they can 
Nor do I envy them whatever Advantages they 
enjoy i in. this reſpe& or any others they may with 
for. But whilſt we are zealous to promote the 
Intereſt of Ireland let us not be forgetful of our 
Mother Country ; An equitable Treatment is what 
they have a rightful Claim to, but then it is what 
we. likewiſe have the ſame rightful Claim to our- 


* ſelves.—And thoſe. regards we diſpenſe to the Ii 


Nation, we ſhould not deny our own, they con- 


tribute nothing to ſupport the Crown and Dignity 


of Britain, only maintain a {mall Military Force 
| do. not = a 9 equal ſhare with 1 us in 
* the weight of the Publick Expence I cannot ſe 


that they are entituled to a 7 Share in the 
enn 7 8 Legiſlature's 


— 


Legiſlature' 5 Regard * Attention. By Virtue qi 

the Laws enacted in favour of their Trade they. - 
are now from being the Inhabitants of a Rude and 
Savage Country become one of the moſt flouriſhmg. 
Iſlands in the World, and ſuch may they long 
continue! But ſhall not we be animated by their 
Example, ſhall not we be actuated by the ſame 
Commendable Spirit of Zeal and Devotion for 
the Honour and Proſperity of our Native. 
Land? Shall not the Britiſb Lion be rous'd out. 
of his Sleep, and inſtead of dreaming over the. 
Natural Advantages we enjoy for Trade, ſhall we 
not ſhew Ourſelves thoroughly awake, learn from: 
our Neighbours how to exert ourſelves in Lon 
Earneſt in Improving them ? 1 N 

A few Specimens of the e given 
by the Lib to the Linen Manufattory's uy; not 
be improperly introduced here. 

To all Merchants who import good Hemp 
and Flax Seed a Bounty is allow 4 of oh ive Shil- 
lings per Barrel. B 

All Growers of Hemp and Flax are uupplyd 
with ſuch Quantity of Seed at the Public Expence 
as will be Sufficient for Sowing ſuch Seen ag: 
they occupy for that purpoſe. . * 

: The Linen board of Trade in Ireland * 


likewile agreed to give to all Growers. of Flax It | 


Wes ſhall produce 800 Weight, or — that! + 
8 3 „ 


EF Nation! Expence they ſhall: be furniſhed with: 


£01 


= valued worth Thirty Five Shillings per Hun: 

feed Ten Shillings per Hundred Bounty, _ 
Taso every one that Occupies two Acres of 
Land more ſo as to Produce therefrom 800 
Weight of clean dreſs'd Flax Valued at Thirty 
Shillings a Bounty of Eight Shillings per Hun- 
fred for all he grows is allow'd him. 

To every one who produces goo Weight of 
Flax Valued at Twenty Shillings per Hundred a 
Bounty of Six Shillings per Hundred is allow'd 
. we ſee. that the Ii b inſtead of Import- 
ing Foreign Flax have Senſe enough to improve 
| zheir Eſtates and enrich their Country by Encou- 
raging the Home Growth of It—But even all 
dhis wou d be to no purpoſe without Manufacto- 
| 396 properly Eſtabliſhed and Encouraged to Con- 

Tume it; And for that End hey” have made 
Nein as follows. 

For any Perſons that will ſet up a Linen 
ManufaQry i in any part of Ireland whees they find. 
it moſt Convenient: It is provided that at the 


| + Dwelling houſes, Warehouſes, Hatchelling Shops, 
leeching Houſes, Weaving Shops, and all other 
dings Conveniencys and Utenfils ſuch. as 


$2 * 3 


pers and Ciſterns Looms. Reeds Wheels Reels 


þ 3 * the Carrying on of that 
5 Buſineſs 


(i 98) 


Buſineſs beſides Lands Sufficient for the ſame Pura | 
poſe and the Payment of a. Foreman and a-Whits, 
ſters Wages — To theſe Encouragernents are ad- 
ded the following Premiums. - - . KISS + 

To ſuch Perſon or Perſons as: hall Manufaes. 
ture or Cauſe to be Manufactured the greateſt 
Quantity of ſound Merchantable Linen Cloth of 
26 Inches breadth or upwards made of cleans d 
Varn not leſs in Value than 6d per Yard nor more 
than 10d being ſuch as is fit for Britiſb Colonys 
and Plantations and ſhall cauſe the ſame to be Ex 
ported to Great Britain between Firſt of May'1746 - 
and Firſt of May 47 Provided the Quantity fo Ex- 
ported be not leſs then 50,000 Yards a nn, ; 
is granted by the Board of Trade of 300 . 

To ſuch as have not obtained the firſt — 
and who Export not leſs than e N a 
Premium of 400 / is granted. 

To ſuch as have not obtained the firſt, or 
Second Premium and who Export not leſs than 
30, ooo Yards: a Premium of 300% is granted. 

To ſuch as have not obtained the firſt ſecond 
or third Premium and who Export not leſs - than 
20, ooo Yards 200% Premium is grant. 

To ſuch as have not obtained the firſt 2005 
3d and th Premium- and who Export not leſs than 
10,000 Yards a Premium of 100 / is granted 


Thus putting together the I Premium and 
200 b : A 3 : 3 the 
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pon Triſþ Linen of 14+ a Vard grant- 
arliament of Great Britain they Have a 
Drawback upon all Linens from 6d to rod Tis 


| of zd 1, of a Penny. 


Now the Subjects of Great Britain having no 


Encouragement” for the Manufactory of Linen but 


the Bounty of 1d a Yard upon Exportation 
which Extends to the Iriſh in Common with us the 
Premiums ſpecifyed above enable them to underſell 


us both abroad and at Home 2d + of a penny per 


Yard. - 
87. What E till to be added WA Parliament of 


XN Trehind has granted: a Bounty of 4d per Vard upon 


all; Sail Cloth Valued at 14d per Yard and all 


 * Sail Cloth not of lefs than 10d a Yard Value, to 
Hive @ Bounty of ad per Yard — Now the Bounty 


allo d by the Britiſd Parliament on the Exporta- 
tion of Sale Cloth of Britiſh Manufacture, is but 
2d per Ell ſo that they are enabled to underſell us 
abroad 3d per Ell in their heavy Cloth and a half- 
penny per Ell in their Light and at home (Britiſh 
Goth having no Bounty but upon Exportation) 
they can underſell us 5d per Ell their heavy Cloths; 
and their Light 2d7 per Ell which 2 we” 
the Trade into their Hands. 
1. * theſe means the ſp Pains and 

of Trade, have advanced their Laien Mumm 
fottiryo a ven Conkiderable Height which with- 


| A oy” * / » if F out 


1 


out ſome ſuch Proviſions, it wou d haue been in 
poſible for them to have done as Foreigners mut 
otherwiſe have under ſold them. The Vi nd 
that theſe Bounties and Premiums are ſo far from 
being an opprefive Burthen to the State, that on 
the other hand they contribute ATE to en 
the Public Utility and welfare. 
And why in the Name of Vi yg ala: 
not the Succeſs that the [ib have met with in tis 
Article, -provoke us to follow their Example and 
tread in their Steps ? — I hope we do not want 
Heads in Great Britain well qualifyed to cant 
ſuch Meaſures as are happily calculated to Promote 
the Public good. — But however that be G 
forbid we ſhou'd want Hearts to approve of ſugh- | 
well concerted Meaſures as come recommended to 
us by the Experience of others, or that we ſhould” 
want Public Spirit to enforce and Execute thoſe” 
Meaſures ſo recommended when they appear to he 
of the moſt diſtinguiſhing National Importance. 
This leads me to take Notice that in England 
we have many Thouſand Acres of Land very pro- 
per for the Culture of Flax and Hemp, that lye 
in a Great Meaſure Uſeleſs and uncultivated- at 
preſent '—' as to your Rich and fruitful Soils it id 
well-known that they'l Produce: Flax and Hemp- 
in Abundance. The only diſpute then is whether 


— to be grown in * barten e 
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| forth large Crops of Hemp 


ka ) 


n we need only appeal to Facts, 
Baſing erer a Variety of other Inſtances which 
le frequently fallen within the Compaſs of my 
aun Obſervation, the following I wou'd lay be- 
 fore:my Readers as they were communicated: to 
r of Great worth and Diſtinction. 
In the Ye and Eaſ Rideing of Yorkſhire and 
in Marplondthey Grow Great Quantitys of Hemp 
a Flax the Soil or Earth about Holme in Spalding 
eur where it is ſuppoſed they grow the Fineſt. 
Hemp in England, is a barren Sand: But brings 
and Flax with proper 


© care and Culture. 6 * 


is The Soil or Ground: about North and South. 


- Cape Elkher, Hotham, Chff and many other Towns 
near Meeton, is a Red Sand which in ſome places 
abound with Pebbles and Grayel and in others 


| - With ſmall Stones of the Nature and Quality of 


Lime Stones — Vet theſe Grounds by Manuring 
| Produce large Quantitys of Hemp and Flax. 
The Grounds: near the River Darwent from 
the Ouze to Malton as alſo about Howden-and down 
by che Ouze and Humber all of them produce good 
— and Flax ; tho” in ſome of thoſe different 
_ Haces the Soil is extreemly different, In ſome is 
a, Sand in others + Loam in nen, Vinny e 
nn. e F. . nee £1 
be. | Re, 


((' © } 


In Marſoland moſt of the Groimds sep nen 
1 Warp, thrown up by the River Outic ws, 
This Kind of Soil is of that Quality that in à dry 
Summer it will crack with the Heat of the Sunda: 
that you may put a Hand or Foot into the Chinks 
or Openings of the Ground, yet if it be but one 
covered with the Hemp or Flax, before the Heats 
come on (and it is commonly covered within Ten 
Days or a Fourtnight after it is ſown.) the faig1 
Ground ſhall never crack or open that — 2 


10 the Ile of Axholme.i in the County: of. Linn 
* the Culture and Management of Hemp and 
Flax is the Chief employ of the Inhabitants. — “ 
It has been noted for the Growth and Cultivation 
thereof as long ſince as the Days of John Lelands 
the Antiquary who was employed in the Survey 
in the Reign of Hen. 8 and gives this Account of 
it that it is a fruitfull Ifland, being 21 Miles long: 
but not paſſing half ſo broad wounding with F lax 
and Hemp, &c. 

In this Iſland, upon the River Trent ed | 
ic grown the beſt, Hemp ; the Soil is a ſtrong. 
Warp or Clay, In the inner part thereof, the 80 
19 a Mixture of Sand Loam Hazle Earth and ſom 
ſtrong Clay, which different Soils produce _ 
Tongan og. 2 

S Baltoft the Soil is aol of Gre and 


——— a - - - — — — 
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giand but nevertheleſs produces Hemp and Flax 
equally good with the other. 

At Crowle there is one of the largeſt F ields in 
the whole Iſland being Sand, which has not been 
fallowed for time immemorial ( Viz.) when they 
have a Barley Stubble in the Spring they Manure 
it with New and freſh Manure, either Horſe Dung 
| or Cow Dung or both and Plow it under, then 
| they Sow their Hemp Seed and Harrow it in with 
| a Short tooth'd light Harrow which if accompany'd 
with a Suitable Seaſon generally produces a Good 
Crop, Hemp deſtroys all Vegetables and leaves 
| the Ground free from Weeds and by a Pinfallow 
well fitted for Flax in the Spring, as ſoon as the 


| * Flax is pulled they prepare the Ground for Wheat 


cor Rye as it Suits; after the Corn is got they 
- Pinfallow it and in the Spring Sow Barley, upon 
| the Batley Stubble' they Manure and Sow Hemp 
again as already recited, they have Four Crops for 
one Manuring So the Ground never lies fallow. 
The fame Huſbandry is Uſed in ſeveral other of 
f the Places above mentioned. 
In the Levels of Hatfield Chaſe ich was 
Alain d about the Years 1620 or 30 they have 
| Uifferent'Soils or Sorts of Earth, near the Ancient 


| Rivers Zde and Dun now dry'd up by the New - 


drainage the Ground is. Strong Warp thrown up - 
by I Rivers before their ! 5 The lower 


K 13) 
part of theſe” Levels is a hungry 


grey Earth and 2c 
Years ago was full of Worms or Inſects v 
uſed when it proyed a dry Seaſon in the Month of 
April or begining of May when the Oats there 
ſown were got a hand above Ground to Eat them 
up by the Roots hereby they oft ſuſtained con: 
| derable loſs, but have now found out. a Remedy W 
that effectually prevents their ſuffering ſuch Injus 
rys at Preſent, which is to Manure thoſe, Grounds 
with Lime upon a fallow, and then So] them 
down with Wheat or Rye after this Manuting 
the ſecond Crop Oats the third Oats, then Inſtead 
of a fallow they Sow Flax, which is fold from Six 
to Eight Pounds per Acre, about Midſummer Qt 
July after the Flax is gethered of the Ground they 
forthwith Plow it, Manure it with Lime'and Sowr; 
Wheat &c. as above — By thoſe means this Land 
which 20 Years ago wou'd ſcarce produce. Oats, 
now produces a conſtant Succeſſion of 1988 10 
from One Vear to another! | 


7] = 


L have Won Land ha had not laid t to «Graſs! 
above 20 Years and worth for Paſturage not abo 
10 or 15 Shillings per Acre let for the growing o 
Flax for the firſt Year at 4 Z per Acre the Two: 
next Years at 3 £ and the 4th at 40 Shillings per: 
Acre prices which the Tenants might very well! 


afford to Pas for the Land produceed from 0 % 
70 Stones 


( #4 ) 


70 Stonet an Acte and 8 dres'd, Sold from Six 
| co/Eight Shillings's Stone 
as to the proper mon AE in order to g= ak 
Cultivate Hemp, Cow or Horſe Dung, or Aſhes 
of Turf of Peat or of Coal are all Uſefull; but the 
Dung of Pidgeons ſown upon the Land when the 
Hemp Seed is ſown is feputed the beſt, For my 
| own part J ſuppoſe that Lime, Marl, Burnt Clay 
cer. wou d be as good Manure for Hemp as any— 
I have known a Hemp Yard Manuted with the 
Mud that came out of a Pond when dreſs'd pro- 
A fine Hemp and an Excellent Crop. 
Theſe Accounts naturally lead me to Point 
out a few of the Advantages that wou d atcrue to 
ts the Public from giving proper Encouragement 
to grow Hemp and Flax nee the 1 38 Do- 
8. 

85 Juppeäng that we import Yeuly: 10, oo 
. Tuns of Flax and Hemp, as it's probable we do, 
ſhou'd we in Lieu thereof grow thefe Quantitys at 
Home, the Corn we grow wou'd be conſiderably 
1 in Proportion; conſequently we ſhould expor? 
 Proportionably leis and thereby ſave large 'Sums 
Wich are now paid by che Government upon ſuch 
— Hemp — Flax are likewiſe Com- 
moctys which we Purchaſe from Nations where 
the Ballanee of Trade with us, Turns in their own - 


1 . as even the Bi Varn which we have 
imported 


\ 


tay 


ported bew for the Manufadture of Mancheſter 
Goods is by the Parliament of Ireland made liable. 
to the payment of a Duty — this Duty we ſhoud 
fave as of right we ought and Manufacture Mays 
chefter Stuffs at a proportionable leſs Expence were 
there Proper Encouragement to grow Flax and 
Hemp of our own, Theſe Conſiderations all dul 
weighed. and attended to, the Growth and Con- 
caption of our own Flax and Hemp cannot be 
Eſtimated at leſs than a Yearly Salvage of 250,000£ 
to the Nation — Befides our Merchant Men and 
the Royal Navy wou'd hereby be better ſupplied 
and Provided with Cordage &c. in times of 
War than it can be otherwiſe ſuppoſed that they! , 
ſhould, Let me add that our Eng//b Hemp is not! 
of that dry and ſpungy nature which that Importedt 
from Peter/burgh and Rigg is remarkable for but is 
much leſs porous has a more Solid Body and ftrong: 
Heart. The Principal Objection which the Rope- 
makers Urge againſt uſing it is that it takes leſs: 
Tar than the Foreign to Manufacture it into Cor- 
dage and therefore as Tar is cheaper than Hemp 
the Profit that ariſes to them from working it is 
proportionablylefs ; and it is undoubtedly true that 
as Engiiſb Hemp is of a more Solid and leſa porous 
Texture than the Foreign, leſs, Tar will ſuffice iW 7 
work it and it wilt not receive any more than it 
— in other wonda an — Suſe: © 
& 7313; IE cient 
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1 it from the Weather. con 


quently-the Cordage made of Engliqʒ Hemp when 
dompared with that of the ſame Dimenſions work'd 


up with Foreign, muſt be ſtronger in Proportion 
to the greater Quantity of Hemp uſed in Manu- 
factoring It as Hemp muſt be allow d on all hands 


gs be a ſtronger and more durable Subſtanee than 
TDar - And as it has been already ſhewn; that 
growing the Hemp prepares the Ground for Flax, 
| the-whole Crop of Hemp muſt be clear gain to the 
Farmerz as it will be Cultivated according to the 
aAbobeſaid Parochial Cuſtoms, when if the Ground 
had been Occupied for any other purpoſe it miſt 
have lain fallow. It has been a Vulgar Notion 
that "Hemp and Flax Impoveriſh the Soil that 
Grows them ; but from the Hiſtorical Relations 
alteady given uff their Culture it appears that this 
is only a Vulgar Prejudice unſupported by any 
good Authority, that it is ſo far from being ſo in 
fact, that on the other Hand "wy Mcliorate and 
e 1 . | 


1 


8 


2 * Gent 5 ſeveral other dives! TE they 
3% grow large: Crops of the beſt Hemp and Flax the 
beſt Manure is bought at the Rate of Four pence 
[| - a Waggon Load which demonſtratively ſhowe 
that Grounds tappropriated to the Growth of thoſe 
ye: — ae thoſe large 

io | Quaatitys 


| have been already offered that they cannot Eſcape 


(a7) 


Quantitys e * Manure which ſome hang Laer tle 
and inadvertently Suggeſted. 

I have not taken into this Account the Nan 
ber of Poor that might be Employ ed in the ima 
provement of this Valuable Branch of Agricultur 
and Commerce, nor the Advance that muſt be | 
made in the Rent of the Lands in proportioſi t6 
the large Quantity of Hemp and Flax we grow and 
Manufacture. Theſe are fo obvious from what 


Ba 


any Readers attention. _ 
Shou'd the Legiſlature Judge proper to * 
this affair into Conſideration and in Imitation 
the Iriſh encourage Britiſh Linen Manufactorieg 
&c. as above — Proper Perſons might be got fro 
any of the aforeſaid Places that wou'd' furniſh ſich 
as wou'd gfow and dreſs F lax and Hemp with all 
the Inſtructions and Aſſiſtance neceſſary for {ucts 
purpoſe — Not many Yeats fince ſeveral Perſons 
from thoſe parts were carried over by the lates 
Judge Coote to Ireland with that View and Intefitions 
Since Hemp and Flax can be raiſed at Honie 
with ſo much Eaſe and it will be attended with i 
many advantages you will not wonder Sir that E 
hear with Regret that the Parliament hath allow 
ſuch large Bounties for the Encouragement of the 
Growth of them in America, This is perhaps 


py * — 
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Kits than to * ſuch * Sums into Ruſſia on 
that- Account, but it is no otherwiſe eligible then 
| It is the leſſer Evil: of the Two: — but an Evil 
tit ſtill is and a very great one. This Subject 
might furniſh Ample Matter for a Moderate 
Pamphlet; I can only at preſent give a few ſhort 
and Haſty Hints upon it but they will however 
1 ſufficiently prove what I have juſt aſſerted, It is 
- Certainly more adviſeable to have our Hemp and 
Flax grow at Home if it were for no other reaſon 
N then that we ſhou'd have Commoditys ſo Neceſ- 
i fary to us as a naval and commercial Power always 
19 at Hand and without being Subject as in Times of 
Th War we may be to great Reſcues and Inconveni- 
7 encies in the Importation of it — The Bounties 
1 Hemp and 2 "Jax Grown in and imported 
from our Colontes will utterly diſcourage if not 
abſolutely put an End to the Growth of them at 
Home which I have demonſtrated to be fo Advan- 
tageous and at the ſame time it will not be attend- 
ed with any Advantages to compenſate for ſo vaſt 
2 loſs but rather indeed with Ineonveniencies and 
| Milchiefs « even to the Colonies themſelves what- 
ever Advantage may accrue to the Individuals who 
are immediately employed in Ye emen of 
eſe Commoditys. 
* Good Policy requires chat our Colonies ſhould 


4 be 2 well Peopled and to gs great an Extent of 
| _ Country” 


Bas 3» 


Country as poſſible becauſe this certainly tends both - 


to their Security and Flouriſhing State and the 
Aggrandizement of the Britiſh Empire: But as 
the Cultivation of only a few Acres of Hemp and 
Flax will require as many Hands as might hot” 
wiſe Occupy and improve Five Times the Num- 
ber of Acres in raiſing moſt other kinds of pro- 


duce, it is Manifeſt that this Scheme (Viz.) The 


Bounties on American Hemp and Flax will tend 
to the Depopulation of our Colonies as the perſons 
thus employed will be confined to ſome little Spots 
who would otherwiſe Occupy and Cultivate a 
large Extent of Country which ſo far as this Scheme 
takes place muſt remain an Uncultivated Deſert—, 
The Americans have no fort of Occaſion to grow 


Hemp and Flax for it is well known: that the cut 


ting down and tranſporting of lumber, the raiſing 

of Corn more or leſs for their own Uſe ( as in al 
the Colonies) and for the ſupply of the reſt (as 
in Penſilvania) the Fiſheries, the Growth of 
Rice, Tobacco, Indigo, &c. and the Uſeful and 
Neceſſary Arts of Life, are ſufficient to Employ 
Ten Times the Number of People we have in all 
our Colonies — To furniſh theſe Numbers the 
Mother Country is perpetually drained and yet 
they fall vaſtly ſhort of what are ſtill wanted, 
why ſhould it then like Spain be further exhauſted 
not fot the working of Golden Mines ( yet 
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mel Experience may ſufficiently inſtruct us 


. would never Anſwer) but for the carrying intq 
Execution a Scheme which the aforementioned 


Beaſons proye to be not only Superfluous. and 


| 
| 
1 


| e af their own. 


BY 


| 1 but pernicious ? 
And what reaſon can be given why we mould 


ant ſuch Bounties on the American Hemp and 
Flax when with the ſame or leſs Encouragement 


we cou'd raiſe a ſufficient Quantity | of theſe Com- 


modities for all Neceſſary Uſes, and at a Cheaper 
Rate, which wou'd be ſo great an Advantage to 
aur Manufactures, o vaſtly raiſe the Price of Lands 


„And be of fuch general Utility to our Country N 


| Surely this is very impolitic not to ſay unjuſt 


| Eſpecially when at the fame time this Scheme is 

O prejudicial to as it is of no benefit at all to our 
American Coloniſts who! might be more Advantage- 
ouſly employed in raiſing a produce in which they 
Will not interfere with their Mather Country and 
| which will tend to the more Extenſive. Population 


and of Conſequence to the greater Worie and 
* 


Perhaps before this comes to Hand the Reſo- 
tions of the Honourable Houſe to grant a Bounty 
on American Flax and Hemp may be paſſed into 
4 Law but if they ſhould think proper to make a 
ike grant for the Encouragement of the Growth 
Hemp and Flax at Heme it will Sufficiently 
e e prevent 
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Jreven t the Inconveniencies and Miſchiefs enumes 
rated above and with ſuch an Indulgence it will be 
found that our Country will fo amply furniſh us 

with the Demand for all Sorts of — and Uſes - 7 
that we ſhall in a few Years want neither Hemm 
nor Flax from any other part of the World and 
the Bounties granted to the Americans without 
any formal Repeal of the Law will ceaſe of courſe, - 

That Hemp and F lax will grow. on all the 
Variety of Soils aforementioned they who are ac- 
quainted with the Culture of them 25 not to be 
told and all that are wlling to make Enquiry will 
find to be an unqueſtionable Fact. I am fo far 
from excepting the more hungry and barren Soils 
that on the Contrary I have found by Experience 
that ſuch Soils will produce the fineſt and the beſt - 
Hemp not indeed in ſuch Abundance as the Richer 
Soils but in ſufficient Quantities to make ample a- 
mends for the Trouble and Expence of Cultivation. 

But ſhould the Opinion of the Ignorant be 
admitted. Viz. that Hemp and Flax will not 
grow on all this Variety of Lands but only upon 
ſome particular kinds of Soil yet even on this Sup- 
poſition the Arguments for Encouraging the 
Growth of them at Home will hold in their full 
force. For ſince (excluſive of Wales and Scotland) 
England alone contains very near Forty Millions 


of LP" no Body can 2 but that in ſuch a2 
9 "mm -— vn 
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Vaſt Tract 1 Country there muſt be a great deal 


more than a ſufficient Number of Acres which 
hare i W e for 2 produce. 


— 
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Ass you ſo TAR intereſt yourſelf in what- 
| ever may be conducive to the Trade and Manu- 
factures af your Country I _ take this Occaſion 
(o' it has but a diſtant Relation to the main 


| Subject of the Letter and may appear ſome what 
rupt) to inform you that Application hath been 


. "= E to Parliament for Encouraging the Manu- 


aa, of Cambrics at a Sea Port in Suſſex. I 
myſelf perſwaded and I find it is the general 
dinion of the moſt deſcerning and Judicious that 
Loi is only intended to cover a deſign to Smuggle 
Cambrics from France which I believe your further 
Enquiry will give you reaſon to Suſpect, and yet 
this propoſal hath met with ſuch Notice from Par- 
Hament that a Law is juſt on the Point of paſting 
agreeable to the prayer of the Petitioners, I know 
you have ſo much Public Spirit that you will take 
all the Methods in your power if poſſible to pre- 
vil it. It were better to have the wear of all 
ambrics prohibited than that we ſhould ſend An- 


nually i into F ᷑rancs above Two H undred Thouſand 
| | pounds 
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Pounds for this Article of Expenſive Luxury. If 
the Honourable Houſe of Commons Pleaſe to order 
Mr. John Greenhow Senior in Woodſtreet to at- 
tend them he may probably inform them in what 
manner the Iriſh are furniſhed with the Cambrics 
which they pretend to Manufacture themſelyes, - 


. 
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JF was ſolicited by Sir Jacob Ackworth but 4 
few Weeks before his Death to give him 
my Thoughts about Hemp and Flax: and 1 
am willing to do my ſelf ſome Honour, by in- 
formin 9 the Reader, that he was pleaſed to ex- 
preſs a particular regard, to my Judgment in 
theſe Articles: And as I have now lived a- 
bove Fifty Years near that part of the Country 
where the greateſt Quantities are grown; have 
dealt in them, and had as frequent Oppor- 
tunities of informing myſelf ; ,and as much 
Curioſity, as any Man: I hope I may without 
being ſuſpected of an Exceſs, of Vanity; pre- 
tend to have ſome ſkill in theſe Coramodities 
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The Memorandums I had collected, at the a- 
boveſaid Gentlemans Requeſt; I have in the 
foregoing Letter given to the Publick with 
Additions. And as the Encouragement of the 
growth of Hemp and Flax will probably come 
under the Conſideration of Parliament this Seſ- 
flons. I thought it might not be amiſs to 
add the following ſhort Appendix; in order 
to give Weight to any Applications, which 
may be made to that Auguſt Body on this 
Aceount ;--and-further to recommend and preſs 
a Scheme of ſuch Vaſt National Importance ; 
by repreſentations of it in a yet greater Va- 
rity of lights and by additional Arguments 
drawn from unqueſtionable Facts. And firſt 
it is notorious that our Hemp and Flax are 
of greater Value than thoſe of Foreign growth. 


At this time Engliſh Flax is from 47----64 


Shillings per Ct. and the Foreign only from 
37 -==== 46 ꝗthe Hemp too of Engliſh growth 
is from 24-- 40 and the Foreign only from 
27 — - 29 now of this vaſt difference in the 
price of the Engliſh, and Foreign Hemp and 
Flax, what reaſon can be Aſſigned but a pro- 
portionable Difference in the Value? Indeed 
Secondly, I do not pretend to ſay, that the 
Foreign Hemp and Flax are originally and in 
their ewn Nature ſo much inferior in Value 
9A 5 to 
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to thoſe of Engliſh Growth ; but if they bes 
come ſo afterwards it is the ſame thing to ths 
Manufacturer and to all Intents and putpoſes 
whatever be the Cauſe. - Now it is well 
known that the Foreign Hemp and Flax are 
heated by the cloſe Packing and ſtowage, in 
ſuch- a Manner as ſometimes to Indanger the 
Firing of the Ship; always fo as to exhale a 
good part of the very Heart, ſtrength and 
Eſſence of theſe Commodities; (C. D.) and 
often ſo as to give them ſuch a Fox Colour, 
as we generally term it, that they can never 
be bleached to the ſame Degree of Whiteneſs, 
and this hath been a Temptation to ſeveral of 
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(C. D.) Te Heat in Proportion to the Degree, in 
which it Acts upon and Affects the Flax; deftroys it's 
Nature, and Extracts the Oily Quality which ſhould 
preſerve it; in ſo much that in Dreffinig it breaks and 

falls into ſhort Tow; which is yy Sold for one 
penny per Pound: So that One Hundred Weight of. 

ngliſh Flax, of the Middling Price, which I have now! 

Dreſſing yields ſeven Dozen and four Pounds clean dreſt 

long Flax; when one hundred Weight of Foreign mid- 

dle Priced, will yield no more than Five Dozen clean 
Dreſſed long Flax. I therefore apprehend that One 
Hundred Weight of Engliſh Flax is ſo many N 

lars 


. . 
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Stronger than One Hundred Weight of Foreign 


as Erghty Eight is above Sixty. 
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further impairs the ſtrength of the Cloths 


That Land which produces better or but as 
* l 
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me Manufacturers to Uſe Lime; which fill 


which are made of it; and particularly of 
the Sail- Cloth to the great detriment of his 
Majefty's Service; and the no ſmall Encreaſe 
in this Article of naval Expence. And if 
ſuch are the Inconveniences in Conſequence of 
the damage done to theſe Commodities in a 


Voyage from the Baltic of from Fifteen to 


Twenty days on): I leave it to the impar- 
tial to judge how greatly theſe Inconveniencies 
muſt be Augmented ; when we import Hemp 
and Flax from America ; and when theſe 
Commodities are Squeezed together in the 
Ship for a Voyage of Thrice that Term. 


*» * — Thirdly, If ſuch is the Superior Value 
of the Engliſh Hemp and Flax this proves to 
Demonſtration that the Notion which hath ob- 
tained, Viz. that our Lands are not fo pro- 
per - for the Cultivation of them, is a groſs 
and palpable Miſtake ; which takes it's Riſe 
from - the Ignorance of the many; Who are it 
is not improbable the infatuated Dupes of the 
Baſe few ; who have propagated the Notion 
to ſerve their own private and mercenary Views. 


good 
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good Hemp and Flax as thoſe of any Foreign 
Country is as proper for the Cultivation of 
them muſt be evident even to the underſtand- 
ing of a Child. As for the Objection that 
but a very ſmall part of our Lands compa» 
ratively is proper for the Cultivation . of / theſe 
Commodities I refer to what has been ſaid in 
the foregoing Letter where it is inſiſted upon 
that almoſt all kinds of Land are proper for 
the Growth of them and beſides what is there 


ſaid in proof of it I add 


* 


| Fourthly, That we import Hemp and 
Flax from Countries that lie under a great 
Variety of Latitudes and where of Conſequence 
there muſt be a great Diverſity in the Soil 
from which it is produced and this muſt needs 
appear even to theſe who are unexperienced 
to be a ſtrong Preſumption of the truth and 
Juſtice of the juſt mentioned Aſſertion, Viz. 
that almoſt all forts of Soil are fit for this 
produce which however it is by no means 
neceſſary to ſuppoſe in order to ſhew the 
Practicableneſs as well as Expedience of raiſing 
theſe Commodities amongſt our ſelves; becauſe 
if there were a Selection of leſs than one 


WT 0h A3 Hundreth 
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Hundreth part of the Lands of England alone 
For this wh it would raiſe a Sufficient Quantity 
to anſwer all our National Demands if not to 
Furniſh the Materials of Foreign Commerce. 
The certainty of this laſt Aſſertion as well as 
che Expedience and Importance of extending 
and improving the Cultivation of them amongſt 
ourſelves will appear if we confider a Variety 
of other Evils and Inconveniences arifing from 
the Importation of Hemp and Flax from Fo- 
reign Countrys and fhecially Jrom America and 
the advantages of raiſing them in our own. 
And for the Illuſtration of this the following 
Obſervations are fubmitted to the Conſideration 
of the Candid and impartial Examiner. _ 
before I enter upon the Detail I muſt pre 

miſe ; that J have ſuppoſed the Quantity of 
Heap: and Flax imported to be Ten Thou- 
fand Tuns in the Body of the Letter and J 
have fixed upon that Number, not that I 
imagine it to be ſo little; but only to ſhew 
how hurtful the Importation muſt be, taking 
the Quantity at the loweſt. "However I queſtion 
not but the Quantity is much greater; | tho* 
it is not poſſible for me to aſcertain it: And 
is ſome may think it adds great Force to the 
Objection, againſt the practicableneſs of raifing 
What Hemp and TIC we want amongſt our 
ſelves 
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ſelves ; if it ſhall appear that We. want 3 
much greater Quantity. I Will therefore no 
fix it at the bigheſt in order to give as fair 
Play as poſſible to the Objector and ſhew, that 
even on this Suppoſition there is no Weight 
in the Argument: And that it greatly auge 
ments the Miſchiefs of Foreign and eſpecially 
of all American Importations with ſo large 

Bounty, and. this TIA, thus ſettled 


proceed | 7029 1212908 
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Fifthly, To obſerve that if we MY 
want Forty Thouſand Tuns of Hemp. and 
Flax, that One Hundred and Sixty . Thouſand 

Acres (Which is a trifle out of the Millions 
in this Kingdom) will caiſe the whole ; and 
after Two, Years the, Land will, produce, the 
fame Crops of Corn as before. So that here 
would wy a ſaving according to the Price which 
Flax gave when I wrote the foregoing Letter 
of only a Million but according to the Price 
at preſent it is one Sixth part more or One 
Million Two Hundred . Thouſand Pounds : A, 
Sum well worthy the, Notice of the Legiſla- 
ture and too great an advantage to be given 


0 te Americans ; 3 ſpecially a8. time when, 


2 
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= are prefſed down -by the Load of fuch a 
Nation Debt: And when in Defiance 
of the Authority, and Laws of their Mother 
ountry ; and forgetful of their dependence 
and Obligations ; they are ſetting up Manufac- 
tures of Edge Tools Nails Linen &c. Well 
may they laugh at our folly and fing up and 
down the Streets of Boſton the Downf:il} of 
Did England is the Riſe of the New. But 
whatever provoking Proofs they have given or 
may give of their Inſolence and Ingratitude I 
am far from envying them any Privilege or 

hindering them from any Branch of Commerce 
in which they will not interfere with and pre- 
Judice our own Country. But I can ſee no 
feaſon for giving up to them fo vaſt a Branch 
of Cultivation ; the Loſs of which will be fo 
greatly detrimental to us; and at the fame 
time 'as it is obſerved in the Body of the 
Letter in the End muſt prove ſo ruinous to 
them ; however ſome private Perſons amongſt 
them and ourſelves may reap ſome temporary 
Benefit from the Job. But to lay no ſtreſs 
on this laſt particular and admitting that this 
Scheme viz. the Grant of a Bounty upon their 
Hemp and Flax would be ever ſo ſolid and 
Ertenfve a Benefit to our Colonies: Yet I 
a ſo lingular in my _— as to think that 
ſiuch 


(Wn). 


ſuch a high ſtrain of Generoſity as would lead 
us to impoveriſd and ruin our ſelves; in order 
to aggrandize and enrich them; is as incon- 
ſiſtent with the Laws of Hum manay frightly 
underſtood ; as with the plaineſt > of 
Prudence and the moſt F obvious dictates of 
Common Senſe; and it reminds me of a. 
certain great Tradeſman who -abounded ſo much 
in Charity good Man ! that in a Journey of 
about Five Days He gave to Beggars Strollers 
and Pickpockets no leſs than Thirty Pounds; 
and in a few days after broke in ſo much 
Debt that he was not able to pay above Two 
Shillings and Sixpence per Pound to his Cre- 
ditors. But all Compariſons muſt fall ſhort of 
expoſing the abſurdity of this prepoſterous Policy 
as it deſerves. Let any one pauſe a little and 
reflect on the annual loſs of Twelve Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds to this Nation and in it's 
preſent critical. Situation tos and he cannot oy 
fible think this Cenſure too ſevere and yet 
whenſoever the whole Number of Forty Thou- | 
fand Tuns of Hemp and Flax ſhall be raiſed 
in America or under that Denomination (A. B.) 


all 


1 


14 1 8 N but too probable Soi bn GE bs 
uffcient Quantity raiſed in America the _— 
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ſhall he imported amongſt us; in Conſequence 
of the Encouragement given by the Legiſla- 
ture the loſs will be much greater; for over 
and aboy}. the Twelve Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds there will be a Bounty of Eight 
Pounds per Tun which on Forty Thouſand 
Tuns amounts to Three Hundred and Twenty 
Thouſand, Pounds, and if we ſuppoſe half of 
it to be Hemp, there will be a Loſs of F ifty 
Shillings old duty en Twenty Thouſand Tuns, 
which amounts to Fifty Thouſand Pounds more; 
and makes the total Annual Loſs to this Coun- 
try One Million Five Hundred and Seventy 
Thouſand Pounds beſides the many Miſchiefs 
and Inconveniences which muſt attend the Ex- 
ecution of this Scheme and which have been 
in part enumerated before. I muſt remind 
the Candid Reader that I do not pretend to 
aſſert that we muſt import preciſely the Quan- 
tity of Forty Thouſand Tuns, and that con- 
ſequently the Loſs muſt be quite as great as 
I , have repreſented; but when we reflect that 
the * of ſo Wye a Sounty to the Ame- 
Ticans 
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in pour in upon us large Quantities under that Deno- 
mination for the ſake of ſaving the Duty ny, h 
beides ſo Exorbitant a Bounty. 


( 35 ) 

ricans muſt { as hath been hinted and will be 
again more particularly abſerved) muſt put 
an End to the Growth of Hemp and Flax 
at Home ; it is certain the Quantity which 
in that Caſe will be imported from thence ot 
under that | Denommation muſt be prodigiouſiy 
augmented (and for what I know to the cons 
trary to Forty Thouſand Tuns) and that - the 
Loſs muſt be great in proportion. But as 
perhaps this extenfive View of the Miſchiefs 
and Evils we have mentioned may not be 
comprehended by thoſe who are not uſed to 
take in the Intereſts of Nations and Kings 
doms ; and conſider on which ſide the Ba- 
lance turns in Conſequence of the Improve- 
ment or neglect of Agriculture and Commerce 
ſuch perſons need only confine their Views 
to the laſt mentioned object Viz. the Grown 
* theſe Commodities at Home. | 


And Sixthly, Seriouſly conkidar 1 this 
Scheme of giving ſo large (or even almoſt 
any) Bounty to the Americans; will affect 
the Counties in which theſe Commodities are 
grown. Theſe are numerous and the Quanti- 
ties which they grow in many of them far 
from being inconſiderable: in ſo much that 


I 19 not leſs than Six Thouſand Buſhels 
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ef Hemp Seed are ſent in one Year into the 
Counties: of Salop, Warwick, Stafford and Ches- 
ter, in all which there are very few Farmers 
or Cottagers but what have a Hemp Pleck, 
(as they call it) the Produce of which they 
Spin and cauſe to be Wove for the Uſe of 
their Families. And by the way you will 
take Notice that they raiſe the Hemp upon 
any ſort of Soil where their Lot is caſt, I 
have had ſufficient means of being thoroughly 
informed of theſe Facts, for it is not many 
Years fince I kept up a Conftant Correſpondence 
and Commerce with theſe Parts, being Uſed to 
fend Annually from Three to Four Hundred 
Quarters of Hemp Seed into the juſt men- 
tioned Counties: They have alſo very good 
Flax. It is needleſs to obſerve how greatly 
theſe :poor People will be prejudiced by theſe 
Bounties to the Americans, who ought rather. 
themſelves to have this Indulgence; but the 
Counties of Lincoln and York will ſuſtain the 
greateſt damage: It is well known that there 
is a Vaſt Tra&t of Land to the Extent of 
near One hundred Miles which runs through 
a part'of both theſe Counties; the principal 
Produce of which hath been Flax and Hemp 
for ſome Centuries paſt, and which hath em- 
. Ployed and ſupported many Thouſand F * 8. 
24 who 
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who grow as good Hemp and Flax as any in 
Europe. This hath ſo Encreaſed the Value 
of the Lands that they are let for four times 
the Rent of Lands of the ſame Quality and 
Goodneſs employed in the Cultivation of any 
other Produce. Now as ſoon as the Bountys 
granted on American Hemp and Flax ſhall 
produce their effect ſo far as to furniſh us. 
with the Quantities we want; or as ſoon as 
a ſufficient Quantity ſhall be Imported under 
that Denomination, there will be an immediate 
Loſs of all theſe Advantages ; for in this Si- 
tuation it will be abſolutely impoſſible, for our 
Country Men in theſe Countys who have no 
Bounty, to diſpoſe of the ſmalleſt Quantity of 
theſe Commodities; and of Conſequence the 
high Rents of the Lands which produce them 
will fink it is probable to One Quarter of 
what the Land-lords formerly received, and 
the Tenants could chearfully afford to pay; 
and then the Ruin will be immediately felt 
by them, and conſpicious to all. The ſame 
Obſervation may be Extended to all the 
Countys where Hemp and Flax are grown; 
and the late Bounty Act when once it begins 
to operate, will be attended- with the like 
Conſequences in them all. And this being 


the Caſe I am well perſwaded, that if the 
{a Worthy 
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Worthy Gentlemen; who- repreſent theſs Parts 
of the Country in Parliament, had conſulted 
with their Conſtituents (which as I'm told 
was the laudable Cuſtom formerly when any 
Affair of Importance was upon the Carpet) 


the late Act could never have paſſed into a 


Law. However now they are apprized of 
the Inconveniencies and Miſchiefs of it, I flat- 
ter myſelf ſuch is their Probity and Public 
Spirit, that they will apply themſelves with 
ſo much the greater Zeal and Diligence to 
prevent ſime way or other the pernicious Ef- 
fects of it; if not by a formal Repeal of the 
Act itſelf. Such and 515 much worſe will be 
the Effects ( as by this time ib muſt be evi- 
dent) of theſe Bounties on the American 

and Flax about which ſcarce any Body 
is concern'd : than the Effects of the Im- 
portation of other Foreign Hemp and Flax 


which of late hath given ſo general an Alarm 


to all; and if this is not ſufficient to engage 
25 Countrymen in a hearty and vigorous Con- 
currence in their Application to Parliament 
for Relief under this Guben L n ds 
fire them | 
SBeventhly, To compare toge ther wy 
confider in Contraſt with the Miſchief, ariſing 
from the American Bountys, the — 
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of growing Forty Thouſand Tuns of Hemp _ 


Flax in our own Country. Now (to bring 
the whole into one united View) here will 
be a ſaving as was before Obſerved of Twelve 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds which is now Ex- 
pended in the Importation of Foreign Hemp 
and Flax; and of Fifteen Hundred and Seventy 
Thouſand Pounds if it is imported from Ame- 
rica ( ſuppoſing the Number of Tuns to be as 
juſt mentioned) or if not the ſaving will be 
in Proportion and doubtleſs very conſiderable z 
if we add to this the Encreaſe in the Value 
of the Lands and their Produce, to the Pro- 
prietor or Tenant or both, when a ſo much 
greater Number of Acres ſhall be appropriated 
to this Service; and if we take into the Ac- 
count the Gains from the Encreaſe of labour 
to the Public as well as to the poor Indivi- 
duals, who will be employed about the Land 
and about the ſame Hemp and Flax till they 
come to the Dreſſers Hands; all theſe ac- 
cumulated together muſt amount to a prodi- 
gious and almoſt Immenſe Sum. If any one 
ſhall think that this is only an Airy Speculay 
tion let him. 

Eighthly, Only attend to the following 
Fact of which He may be eaſily informed viz. 
that che r and F * which are grown in 
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( 49, ) | 
Lincolnſhire, are of greater Value than all the 
Woot; altho they are raiſed out of leſs that the 
Thirtieth part of the Land allotted for the Sheep; ; 
and altho' Ut Wool of the juſt mentioned County 
exceed in Quantity that of any other in the King- 
dom "Yorkſhire alone excepted. Now as this 
County is not the largeſt let any one Judge from 
this Specimen of the vaſt Advantages which muſt 
accrue from the general Encouragement of this 
Cultivation. 49 Wenn) 4 
On the whole it is Evident that a very Ex- 
tenſive Culture of Hemp and Flax is very Ppracti- 
cable, that the carrying it into Execution is highly 
Expedient, and muſt be attended with general and 
National Advantages of ineſtimable Value ; alt 
this appears from Arguments not to be called in 
Queſtion, for the Evidence on which it is Eſta- 
bliſhed is that of ſtubborn Facts. It follows that 
the Encouragement of the growth of theſe Com- 
modities amongſt us if not by an Abolition of the 
American Bountys at leaſt by a grant of the ſame 
upon thoſe of our own Growth is a Scheme alto- 
gether worthy the Wiſdom and Public Spirit of 
a Britiſh Parliament and for this reaſon the Aus 
thor of theſe -papers 'doubts not but he ſhall be 
excuſed for earneſtly recommending theſe uſefull 
and intereſting Remarks to the — XN 
that illuſtrious Aueh N 
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